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STAFF SUMMARY OF MEETING

OTHER COMMITTEE COMMITTEE ON JOINT INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING COMMISSIONS

Date 08/28/2021

Time 11:04:41 AM to 04:33:59 PM

Place Colorado Springs

This Meeting was called to order by

Elizabeth Wilkes

This Report was prepared by

Matthu Beck

Attendance

Aislinn Kottwitz X

Amber

McReynolds
E

Blanca Uzeta

O'Leary
X

Constance

Hass
X

Danny Moore E

Elizabeth

Wilkes
X

Gary Horvath X

Heather Barry X

Hunter Barnett *

Jason Kelly X

John Buckley X

Jolie Brawner X

JulieMarie

Shepherd

Macklin

X

Kevin Fletcher E

Lori Schell X

Martha

Coleman
X

Moussa

Diawara
*

Paula Espinoza X

Robin

Schepper
X

Samuel

Greenidge
*

Simon Tafoya X

William Leone X

Carlos Perez X

Carly Hare X

X = Present, E = Excused, A = Absent, * = Present after roll call

Hearing Items Action Taken

Expand All Items Collapse All Items

12:04:48 PM
Chair Buckley gave opening remarks and introduced the informational video on redistricting.

12:24:07 PM
Lois Landgraf, representing self, testified. She handed out a map that she had also submitted online (Attachment A). She

spoke on her proposed state House and Senate districts and how they keep communities of interest together.

12:25:40 PM
Candi Boyer, representing self, testified. She testified that El Paso County needs to be kept whole as it preserves communities

of interest in the area. Commissioner Brawner explained that El Paso County is too big for one Congressional District and

asked what part of the county would be the preferred part to be separated.

12:28:58 PM
Ms. Teresa Cheek, representing self, testified. She asked that the Fountain Valley area be kept together in the State House

District and voiced support for Ms. Landgraf's submitted map.

12:30:05 PM
Dr. Douglas Sharp, representing self, testified. He stated that southeastern Colorado Springs is a community of interest and

has not received the economic development the rest of the city has.
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12:34:17 PM
Mr. Pete Healey, representing self, testified. He asked that the commission keep Montezuma County whole and asked that all

comments for competitive districts be ignored.

12:38:02 PM
Colorado Springs City Councilman Wayne Williams, representing the people of Colorado Springs, testified. He asked that

existing precinct lines be followed as much as possible. He also asked that growth in areas be considered when drawing

districts. Commissioners asked follow-up questions on how El Paso County connects with the surrounding counties.

12:46:25 PM
Mrs. Sharon Thompson, representing self, testified. She voiced support for the Landgraf map and spoke on communities to

keep together in the area.

12:48:51 PM
Mr. Patrick Davis, representing self, testified. He testified that the west side of Colorado Springs is a community of interest

centered around public safety from previous fires.

12:52:13 PM
Cherish St Denis, representing self, testified. She reiterated previous testimony on keeping Colorado Springs whole as much

as possible

12:54:19 PM
Mrs. Sheryl Glasgow, representing El Paso County Republicans, testified. She asked for district number changes to be

simplified.

12:57:52 PM
Ms. Pamela  Shaddock, representing self, testified. She testified on how cities that are connected through transportation

districts should be considered communities of interest. Commissioners asked follow-up questions on the community and

economic development in the area.

01:00:41 PM
Amanda Gonzalez, representing Colorado Common Cause, testified. She stated that Colorado Common Cause had submitted

maps online and stated that their maps strive to preserve the rights of communities of color.

01:15:57 PM
Amy Stephens, representing self, testified. She submitted a proposed State Senate District Map (Attachment B). She spoke on

her proposed changes in the map and how they fit the qualifications of competitiveness and compactness.

01:20:01 PM
Mr. Hank Bond, representing self, testified. He reiterated previous testimony that eastern El Paso County should be considered

as the area to leave out of CD5.

01:21:45 PM
Ms. Kay Rendleman, representing self, testified. She testified that the community in El Paso County is a community of interest

around the military bases and the challenges that military families face.

01:25:37 PM
Mr. Longinos Gonzalez, representing self, testified. He reiterated previous testimony that eastern El Paso County is the

preferred area to be removed for a congressional district. He also voiced support for the Landgraf House map as a starting

point.

01:31:08 PM
Ms. Katherine Czukas, representing self, testified. She testified on state Senate Districts 11 and 12 and spoke on why the

western part of Colorado Springs is a community of interest.
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01:34:54 PM
Miss Mischa Smith, representing self, testified. She asked that state House District 17 and the city of Colorado Springs be kept

whole. She testified on how state House District 17 is one of the strongest communities of color outside of Denver.

01:41:26 PM
Mrs. Donna Smith, representing self, testified. She stated support for previous testimony that state House District 17 is a

minority community of interest and asked that it be kept whole in new maps.

01:45:28 PM
Mr. Dan Lundy, representing self, testified. He stated support for Mr. Patrick Davis' testimony and asked that the west side of

Colorado Springs be kept whole.

01:48:24 PM
Dr. Aleta You, representing self, testified. She testified that Douglas County should be kept whole as it creates more

competitive districts.

01:53:30 PM
Joie Ha, representing Asian American & Pacific Islander American Communities, testified. She asked that the commission

consider the AAPI community of interest when drawing maps. She shared cities and business districts she would like to see

kept whole in districts. Commissioners asked follow up questions on AAPI issues at the federal level.

01:56:08 PM
President Pro Tem; Richard Skorman, representing the Colorado Springs City Council, District 3, testified. He testified on how

the city of Colorado Springs has attempted to connect downtown Colorado Springs to Manitou Springs and the western part of

town.

02:04:48 PM
Mr. Arthur Glynn, representing self, testified. He repeated previous testimony to remove eastern El Paso County from CD5 if

needed to meet population requirements.

02:07:48 PM
Woodrow Longmire, representing self, testified. He testified on the importance of the diversity in the community and the strong

education system.

02:10:16 PM
Kevin Walker, representing self, testified. He submitted a state Senate district map (Attachment C) and spoke about changes

he would like to see in state House Districts 11 and 12.

02:13:47 PM
Mr. Bill Thiebaut, representing self, testified. He submitted a map with background information (Attachment D) and spoke on

the positives of the submitted map. Commissioners asked follow-up questions on the submitted map.

02:22:39 PM
Ms. Angela Stevens, representing Colorado Springs NAACP Branch - 4001, testified. She shared statistics regarding people of

color in the community and asked the commission to not stifle the voices of communities of color.

02:27:13 PM
Mr. Len Albertson, representing self, testified. He testified in support of the preliminary maps and asked that the Palmer Lake

area be kept in state Senate District 12 if possible.

02:30:00 PM
Matthew Moeller, representing self, testified. He testified in support of keeping the west side of Colorado Springs whole.
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02:33:14 PM
Jane Ard Smith, representing self, testified. She reiterated previous testimony to keep El Paso County whole and remove the

eastern area of the county if needed.

02:37:12 PM
Ms. Kay James, representing self, testified. She testified on the importance of not diluting minority voices and keeping them

from participating in the system.

02:39:43 PM
Rosemary Lytle, representing NAACP CO MT WY State Conference, testified. She testified against the preliminary staff plan

for state House and Senate districts as she believes they dilute the voices of people of color. Commissioners asked for

follow-up clarification on the area.

02:46:48 PM
Gordon Rick, representing self, testified. He testified on what communities in El Paso County should be excluded from CD5.

02:49:37 PM
Mr. Francois Raab, representing self, testified. He testified that I-25 works as a physical boundary but isn't a good community

boundary for state House and Senate maps.

02:53:29 PM
Misty Plowright, representing herself, testified. She spoke about diluting votes on the House and Senate maps. She expressed

her opinion that a southern Colorado congressional district makes sense. She responded to questions from the commission.

02:58:21 PM
Pastor Benjamin Anderson, representing Solid Rock Community Development Corporation, testified. He reiterated previous

support for keeping state House District 17 together.

03:08:51 PM
Ms. Mary Pulvermacher, representing self, testified. She testified that Manitou Springs should not be split from Colorado

Springs as they are a community of interest. Commissioner Perez asked a follow-up question on what should be used as

district boundaries in the area for the state House and Senate maps.

03:15:02 PM
Chandra Wilkins, representing self, testified. She testified on the congressional map and on what areas in El Paso County may

be able to fit well with surrounding areas.

03:17:55 PM
Reverend Patricia Dolin, representing Accompaniment and Sanctuary Coalition Colorado Springs, testified. She stated support

for the maps submitted by Colorado Common Cause.

03:21:07 PM
Ernest House, representing self, testified. He testified on the challenges and barriers that the Native American Indian

population in the state face. Commissioners asked follow-up questions on receiving more input from the tribes in the state and

how the drawing of maps would affect the tribes ability to work on federal legislation.

03:42:42 PM
Mr. Mike Snyder, representing El Paso County Farm Bureau, testified. He stated opposition of urban areas being linked to rural

areas in a southern district and asked that the San Luis Valley be kept with the Eastern Plains.

03:49:12 PM
Mr. Chuck Broerman, representing self, testified. He testified on his experience as s county clerk having to redistrict

commissioner districts. He submitted a packet of information (Attachment E).
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04:01:08 PM
Mayor Don Wilson, representing self, testified. He repeated previous testimony to keep El Paso County as whole as possible in

CD5.

04:05:10 PM
Colorado Springs City Councilmember Yolanda Avila, representing self, testified. She testified that the southeast area of

Colorado Springs will have its minority population's voice diluted if it is drawn in districts with other parts of the city.

04:14:55 PM
Mr. Mark Grueskin, representing Fair Lines Colorado, testified. He spoke on the guidelines that the commission should be

following based on Amendments Y and Z. Commissioners asked for clarification on his comments. Commissioner Leone asked

for clarification on Mr. Grueskin's testimony that minority majority districts are required.

04:33:59

PM
The committee adjourned.
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